
 
 

Faculty Global Research with Undergraduates (FGRU) 

 

Award Cycle: Rolling 

 

Grant size ($): up to 10,000 

 

Total funding available over academic year ($): 60,000 

 

Description: 

 

Mission: The mission of the Center for Global Inquiry + Innovation (CGII) is to stimulate 

inquiry addressing problems and challenges of global scale, scope, concern, perspective, and 

impact “Global research/inquiry” is an elastic term that links the local and the planetary, aims to 

expand the compass and range of disciplinary commitments and possibilities, and seeks to 

promote collaboration among UVa colleagues and with colleagues beyond UVa and outside the 

U.S. 

  

Rationale and format: Recognizing that research is an increasingly important part of 

undergraduate pedagogy, FGRUs fund projects that involve undergraduate students as active 

researchers. Liberal arts colleges do this all the time. STEM fields do so as well through 

Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REUs) supported by the NSF. The grant is open to 

colleagues from all fields and schools. 

 

The format for these interactions will vary. A project might grow out of a desire to add a 

research dimension to a small class. Or it might involve a faculty member and one student or a 

small number of students outside a classroom setting. It might involve a research trip over a Jan 

Term, or May term. There is no one way to approach these. Novel configurations are welcome. 

Money may be used for travel, equipment, and materials. 

 

Faculty must be the lead applicants for all projects. Collaborations between faculty are welcome. 

There are two guiding principles: (i) the project should advance a clear research/inquiry goal; (ii) 

student-researchers should derive a meaningful experience from participating in the research – 

defining a question, developing a methodology, executing a research design, producing an 

outcome – alongside a faculty mentor(s). Projects may be structured in order to advance a faculty 

members’ research, so long as it presents a clear learning opportunity for the student(s) involved. 

Use of funds should be tightly linked to the pedagogical experience of student-researchers. 

 

Proposals will be evaluated by members of the CGII grants committee. 

 

Eligibility: All full-time faculty may apply. 

 



How to apply: Proposals should be a single document not exceeding three pages (excluding 

CVs), and should include the following: 

• Name of submitter(s) with school/unit and departmental affiliations. 

• Title and 100-word description of project. 

• Two-page statement including: 

o name of student-researcher(s), if available, or explanation of how they will be 

recruited 

o proposed research/inquiry 

o description of proposed use of funds (e.g., travel, equipment, materials) 

o statement of how the student will be mentored; indication of past research projects 

with undergraduates are welcome 

o statement of what the student will learn and how she will learn it—framing a 

research question, choosing a method/approach, implementing a research/inquiry 

design, producing an outcome 

o statement of outcome of proposed research/inquiry (e.g., publication, outside 

grant proposal, performance, exhibition, policy report or recommendation, 

creation of research tool) with time of expected realization 

• Statement of how the research/inquiry will advance CGII’s global mission. 

• Budget and narrative, including a clear statement of how the project could go forward 

with less. 

• Two-page CV for the applicant. 

 

Proposals should be submitted to Cliff Maxwell (cam4z) as a single PDF via email. 


